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Genesis 21: 8-21 

Isaac grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw 
the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to 
Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with 
my son Isaac.’ The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, ‘Do 
not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named after you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will 
make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread 
and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And 
she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  When the water in the skin was gone, she 
cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 
distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me look on the death of the child.’ And as she sat opposite him, 
she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven, and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy 
where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.’ Then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a 
drink.  God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow.  
He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

Matthew 10.24-39 

Jesus summoned the twelve and sent them out with the following instruction: ‘A disciple is not above the 
teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house  Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that 
will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my 
Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



For your information 

 

 St Lukes  Anne Bourne is still streaming a Communion Service each Sunday from St Lukes at 10.15am. 
If you wish to join her just log on to St Luke’s website and you will get instructions from there 
 
Loaves and Fishes There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult 
times for us all. If you are shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am 
sure it would be greatly appreciated. Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into 
which goods can be placed and she will undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 
 
Services for the week  
Tuesday team prayers : 7.15pm for about 20 to 30 mins via Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting 
Joining details to be advised 
Wednesday Compline: from 7.45pm for 8pm start via Zoom. Service approximately 30mins. Usual link 
etc applies but copied below for ease of use: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=TnZxenFXRE1HYTNSMk84WWhxVFkzdz09 
ID is 616 146 1466 
password    stmarys 
 
The Church of England have launched a phone line the Daily Hope line, for those who don't have 
internet or would like to ring a number (free of charge) for daily prayers and hymns: it is 0800 804 8044 
See here if you've not already read about it:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-
hope-phone-line 
 
 
Links to Services For those who join our services on an occasional basis or those who perhaps do not 
realise that we always use the same meeting ID, I shall leave it at the end of this sheet permanently. 
 
 
Ride and Stride Friends of Kent Churches are hoping to be able to stage the usual Ride and Stride in 
September.  Further details later 
 
From the Churchwardens:   As you all know, our beautiful church is closed, following Church of 
England guidance. This is just a reminder that it means no-one is to enter any part of the church or 
hall. You will be aware that the government has announced that places of worship can begin to offer 
private prayer from 15 June. We have much planning to undertake with the PCC and then lots of work to 
carry out before we can be satisfied that it is safe to open, but we are looking forward optimistically to 
when we can use the building again. Once we are satisfied that it is safe, we will let you know  
Zoom services - recording of services 
As some of you may have noticed Daphne had been recording our Zoom services. The intention had 
been to place the audio only part of some of the services on our website so that those who are unable to 
join us using Zoom could at least listen to them at another time.  Unfortunately we haven't yet mastered 
the technology to do this and so Daphne has deleted all recordings from her computer.  We do not plan 
to record services until further notice (if for reasons of technological hiccups any services or part thereof 
are recorded then they will be deleted from Daphne's computer). 
Zoom services - background concerns 
Please remember that anyone who logs into the service can see the background you are sitting in front of. 
So if, for example, you have any priceless heirlooms or family photos you would prefer not to be open to 
"public viewing" please either remove them from camera shot, change where you sit or choose to use a 
virtual background in the meetings settings area of Zoom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bible Study and Prayer Group 
A regular group meets for prayer and bible study each Monday morning in the Lady Chapel 
where there is a prayer board for people to pin up their prayer requests. 
The meeting starts at 9.45 for prayer and this is followed by bible study. The meeting usually 
lasts approximately 1½ hours.  To date we have studied Women of Faith, Life Changing 
encounters from the Gospel of John, Exodus 1-18, Romans 1-5, Guide to Psalms, Job and 
Philippians.  We are currently studying Judges “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”.  If you 
would like to join us you will be made very welcome.  Please contact "Daphne 
Harrison" daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk or “Ronnie Todd” vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk 
PLEASE NOTE, DURING LOCKDOWN WE ARE MEETING VIA ZOOM 
 
Coffee following Services  As from last Sunday we are staying on Zoom after the service - 
giving people a couple of minutes to pop out and make a coffee - and then come back and 
have a chat and catch up with some of the congregation you have not seen, just as we would if 
we were able to be in the church. 
 
 
Virtual garden visit  Bennet and Suzanne’s garden was due to open last weekend for the 
National Garden Scheme. Rather than visiting in person, it’s now possible to visit virtually 
using the following link on the NGS website: 
https://ngs.org.uk/142-cramptons-road-kent-a-leafy-plantsmans-oasis/   
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Regular Link to Services 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=z-ZBEpPZ2UtHf2kJikI6N7bM9HDuqg8 
Meeting ID: 616 146 1466 
Password: stmarys 
 
 

 
 

Loving God, whose light shines perpetually in the darkness, 
we hold before you each precious life that has been extinguished 

in Medway and Kent during this time of pandemic. 
We remember those who watch, wait and weep this night, 

and whose hearts are broken. 
Send them the comfort of your Holy Spirit, 

and may those who have been taken from us forever shine in your  
presence, 

and always in our hearts. 
For Jesus Christ's sake. Amen 



 Will you come and follow me 
 
Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know, 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown  
in you, and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind, 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare, 
will you let me answer prayer 
in you, and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris’ners free, 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you, and you in me? 
 
Will you love the “you” you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside, 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you, and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you, 
and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
in you, and you in me. 
 
 

Sung Creed (Tune: Blaenwern) 
 
We believe in God the Father, God almighty, by whose plan 
earth and heaven sprang to being, all created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Saviour, Son of God in human frame, 
Virgin-born, the child of Mary upon whom the Spirit came. 
 
Christ, who on the cross forsaken, like a lamb to slaughter led, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, he descended to the dead. 
We believe in Jesus risen, heaven’s King to rule and reign, 
to the Father’s side ascended till as judge he comes again. 
 
We believe in God the Spirit; in one church below, above: 
Saints of God in one communion, one in holiness and love. 
So, by faith, our sins forgiven, Christ our Saviour, Lord and Friend, 
we shall rise with him in glory to the life that knows no end. 
 
O Jesus I have promised 
 
O Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me, 
my Master and my friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 
if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
if thou wilt be my guide. 
 
O let me hear thee speaking 
in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
to hasten or control; 
O speak and make me listen, 
thou guardian of my soul. 
 
O Jesus, thou hast promised, 
to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory 
there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow, 
my Master and my friend. 
 
O let me see thy foot-marks, 
and in them plant mine own; 
my hope to follow duly 
is in thy strength alone: 
O guide me, call me, draw me, 
uphold me to the end; 
and then in heav’n receive me, 
my Saviour and my friend. 
 
 
Closing voluntary: Fanfare, by Healey Willan. 
 


